AN INNER CHAMBER OP YU-PING

of the merely vain or curious. When you have
disclosed the signs by which I shall have securance
of Fuh-sang's identity I will pronounce the word
and the stone being thus released you shall bear
away six suits of scales in token of your prowess."

Then replied Chang Tao: " The signs. Assuredly.
Yet, omnipotence, without your express command
the specific detail would be elusive to my respectful
tongue,"

" You have the authority of my extended hand,"
conceded Pe-lung readily, raising it as he spoke.
"Speak freely."

"I claim the protection of its benignant shadow,*'
.said Chang Tao, with content. "You, O Pe-lung,
are one who has mingled freely with creatures
of every kind in all the Nine Spaces. Yet have
you not, out of your vast experience thus gained,
perceived the essential wherein men and dragons
differ? Briefly and devoid of graceful metaphor,
every dragon, esteemed, would seem to possess a
tail; beings of my part have none."

For a concise moment the nature of Pe-lung's
reflection was clouded in ambiguity, though the
fact that he became entirely enveloped in a dense
purple vapour indicated feelings of more than
usual vigour. When this cleared away it left his
outer form unchanged indeed, but the affable con-
lescension of his manner was merged into one of
iignified aloofness.

" Certainly all members of our enlightened tribe
liave tails," he replied, with distant precision, ** nor
loes this one see how any other state is possible.
Changing as we constantly do, both male and
:emale, into Beings, Influences, Shadows and un-
clothed creatures of the lower parts, it is essential
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